Bovine babesiosis: failure to induce interferon gamma production in response to Babesia bovis antigens in cattle.
The immune response to Babesia bovis infection or vaccination was evaluated by measuring antibody and interferon gamma (IFN-gamma) production to protective recombinant and crude native B. bovis antigens. Cells from vaccinated or infected cattle failed to produce detectable IFN-gamma when stimulated with B. bovis antigens in vitro. In contrast, antibody was induced by protective recombinant B. bovis antigens. These findings are consistent with the argument that immunity to B. bovis infection is correlated most strongly with humoral rather than cell-mediated immune responses.